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Abstract: Recently, “international order underpinned by international law” as advocated ac-
tively by China in the arena of multilateral diplomacy has been in contrast with the“rules—based
international order” as asserted by the Western States. In light of legal theory. the perception on
international order based on rules not only lacks certainty as regards its content and scope, but
also has deficiency in legality and legitimacy, and could generate risks of abusement in practice.
The perception on international order underpinned by international law is able to reflect the in-
herent link between international law and order, take advantage of the role of international law
in regulating international relations, and contribute to the multilateral, uniform and democratic
nature of international order. In so far as the way of action is concerned, States should adhere to
international rule of law and comply with the fundamental principles of international law in for-
mulating, operating and maintaining international order so as to ensure the sound development
of “international order underpinned by international law”.

Key Words: international law, international order, juridical basis, China’s contemporary

perception on international order
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