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Abstract: The national unified Judgment Documents Online System has been under con-
struction since 2010, and has been revised in 2013 and 2016 respectively. It reflects the cognitive
limitations of the reformers to it. Therefore, it is necessary to sort out the system and the value
orientation of the reform, and reflect on the legal basis behind it. Through sorting out the three
versions of the reform text of Judgment Documents Online System, it is found that there are
two kinds of value orientations: The orientation of normative purpose expressed through legisla-
tive purpose and active purpose orientation based on legitimacy pursuit. Normative value orien-
tation aims to improve judicial credibility and authority through online disclosure of judgment
documents, while active value orientation participates in social credit construction through liti-
gation information formed by online judgment documents. In order to increase the legitimacy re-
sources expected by the reformers, the current Judgment Documents Online System in China
mainly inclines to the latter, but it does not accord with the logic of social credit generation, and
also goes against the mechanism of judicial authority. In the future, the adjustment of this sys-
tem should return to its normative value orientation.

Key Words: judgment documents online, social credit construction, judicial reform., judicial

openness, judicial authority
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