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Abstract: As an organic component of diversified dispute resolution mechanism, the media-
tion by local elites is an important force in the modernization of grassroots social governance.
Local elites occupy a pivotal position in their social network, the type of virtue and prestige, the
type of capability, and the type of professionalism constitute the main types of local elites, and
their unique internal regulations respectively shape the comparative institutional capabilities in
grassroots social governance. In the process of mediation, local elites has specific working tech-
nics that reflect the basic laws of grassroots dispute resolution practice. Determined by its com-
prehensive institutional functions, the mediation by local elites jointly promotes the construction
of grassroots democracy and the rule of law from multiple levels such as nurturing, comforting,
and inspiring. In the future, we should make efforts to actively explore solutions for optimizing
innovation in the grassroots social governance through the mediation of local elites in the con-
struction of theory system, autonomous norms system, the mechanism of emotion, reason and
law, and the organization of people’s mediators, thus continuously promoting the modernization
transformation of social governance mechanisms typically represented by the “Fengqiao Experi-
ence” in the new era.

Key Words: diversified dispute resolution mechanism, mediation by local elites, dispute

resolution technics of local elites, grassroots social governance

REHE - EHE

« 121 -



