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Abstract: From the perspective of formal legal reasoning, the indictment’s legal argument
in “Shunde Drunk Driving Case” seems to be impeccable, but the judgment uses a variety of
substantive legal reasoning, completely eliminated the logical force of the indictment’s legal ar-
gumentation: The two legal presumptions underlying the indictment’s sentencing recommenda-
tion have exceptions and have been overruled by relevant evidence; There is no evidence to show
that the defendant had “the intent to recklessly endanger public safety”; There is no circum-
stance of aggravated punishment; the defendant’s behavior belongs to the situation of “the cir-
cumstance is such a significantly minor harm that is not considered a crime”. If a guilty verdict is
rendered in this case, it will lead to a series of absurd consequences that violate the principle of
justice. This acquittal has successfully invoked the exception clause under Article 13 of the
Criminal Law of the People’s Republic of China, overturning the mechanical practice of crimi-
nalization as long as the blood alcohol content reaches the national or local standards. It has a-
chieved an organic unity of legal, social, and political effects, fully embodied the seven qualities
of rationality that should characterize an exemplary judicial decision: conceptual soundness, log-
ical coherence, methodological appropriateness, epistemological rigor, ontological validity, val-
ues rationality, and practical effectiveness. It has gained wide acclaim from people of all walks of
life, and has become a classic case of legal logic and legal rhetoric.

Key Words: formal legal reasoning, substantive legal reasoning, empirical rules, rationali-

ty, justice of individual case
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