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Abstract: China’s repetitive confession exclusion rules adopt a “limited exclusion model”,
based on the theory of “ripple effect” of illegal forensics, excluding only the “same” repetitive
confessions affected by “torture”, not from the positive side of the “influence” judgment crite-
ria, but from the opposite side of the set of numerous non— exclusion cases. The empirical in-
vestigation has found that the “limited exclusion model” is characterized by very strict criteria
for excluding repetitive confessions, resulting in ineffective exclusion rules for repetitive confes-
sions. The People’s Court adopted a “discretionary exclusion model” rather than the “principles
plus exceptions exclusion model” as interpreted by the academic community when determining
whether a repetitive confession was “influenced” by illegal interrogation, and the intervention of
some unreasonable discretionary factors makes courts more inclined not to exclude duplicate
confessions. From the perspective of jurisprudence, in order to better exert the efficacy of the
rule of excluding repetitive confessions and suppress illegal confessions, the “limited exclusion
model” should be expanded, including an expanded interpretation of “confessions extracted un-
der torture”, eliminating unreasonable discretionary factors for excluding repetitive confessions,
and limiting the exceptions to the exclusion, and reasonably explaining whether a repeat confes-
sion is “identical” to a prior illegal confession.

Key Words: repetitive confessions, exclusion of illegal evidence, human rights safeguards,

forced confessions under torture, limited exclusion model
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