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Abstract: The credit joint reward and sanction is the central implementation mechanism of
China’s credit system project, which has drawn much attention and controversy owing to its in-
stitutional originality. Although legal regulation is the main solution to the practical excessive-
ness and generalization of credit regulation, the notion of merely modifying the existing concept
and adapting it to the current legal framework is untenable. There is a need to comprehensively
investigate the evolution pattern and operating principle of the credit joint reward and sanction.
Using the contemporary information and data technology, the credit joint reward and sanction
integrates the information and incentive resources of informal norms through conducting indirect
or direct intervention, and gives rise to the new institutional norm integrating law, morality and
autonomy. The mechanism design of integrating norms should not only require adequate control
of intrinsic similarities between integrity reward and dishonesty sanction, but also respect differ-
ences in implementation cost and effect. In prospect, the advancement in the information tech-
nology promises to continuously reduce the cost of institutional implementation, and the credit
joint reward and sanction can be regarded as a theoretical rehearsal and institutional exploration
for the institutional change trend of integrating norms.
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