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Abstract: The publication and collation of ancient books in China have seen significant
growth and prosperity in the new era. However, this has highlighted a deficiency in the legal
protection of the punctuating and collating achievements of ancient books, which is an issue for
Chinese copyright law. According to the copyright law’s basic principle, a new edition resulting
from collation of an ancient book cannot be protected as a work. To address this, new related
rights should be established to protect these achievements. That’s to say, a person who publi-
shes a critical and scientific publication of a work that is now in the public domain should be enti-
tled to the right of scientific editions. By incorporating these related rights into China’s copy-
right law, scientific researchers and publishers in the field of ancient books will be entitled to
these protections. This will promote the publication and collation of ancient books, establish a
fair market order for their publication, and promote the development of cultural programs and
industries.

Key Words: new editions resulting from punctuating and collating ancient books, right of

scientific editions, the related rights, works having come into the public domain
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