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Abstract: Based on its own unique social ethics and family tradition, traditional China took a
restrictive stance on the disposition of property by the decedent through the will, which carries
the value consideration of maintaining the paternity pattern, maintaining the family survival and
blood affection. Since modern times. guided by the example of succession legislation in civil law
countries, and through the continuous efforts of legislators and judiciaries, China introduced a
special separation system based on individual rights, in line with formal rationality, and with the
core content of restricting the testator’s arbitrary disposition of inheritance. LLooking back on the
evolution of the restriction of disposal of property by will from tradition to modern times, we
can find that the value pursuit of maintaining blood and kinship and respecting human ethics is
always the same. Reviewing these historical narratives today, it can still provide a lot of inspira-
tion for us to reflect on and improve the legal rules of disposal of personal property by will in
China.

Key Words: disposition of property by will, special retention system, the blood affection
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