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Abstract: In the judicial field of China, judges not only apply everyday knowledge, cultural
knowledge, and specialized knowledge, but also adopt ethnographic methods such as interviews
and investigations. This phenomenon can be theoretically summarized as “the application of an-
thropology in the judicial decisions”.The application value of “anthropology” in China’s judicial
decisions lies in breaking through the cognitive limitations of the doctrinal paradigm, achieving
second— order justice in judicial decisions, endowing judicial decisions with humanistic care, and
enriching the perspectives of judicial decision—making methods. The application of “anthropolo-
gy” in fact— finding and legal application proceeds along the paths of “cognition — decoding —
confirmation” for case facts and “understanding — selection — interpretation” for legal norms.
The application boundary of “anthropology” in China’s judicial decisions is constrained by the
depth and breadth of judges’ understanding of “anthropology”, as well as their underlying phi-
losophy and mindset used for resolving disputes. For the construction of a Chinese characteristic
judicial anthropology paradigm, it is necessary to consider both the mechanism and principle of
embedding “anthropology” in judicial decisions and the mission and goals of China’s judiciary.
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