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Abstract: Environmental public interest litigation is a leading and key area of public interest
litigation. Summarizing the experience of environmental public interest litigation development,
analyzing the problems it faces., and proposing legislative ideas for the environmental public in-
terest litigation system can provide a reference for public interest litigation legislation. In the o-
verall institutional framework of environmental public interest protection, administrative law is
the foundation and core institution, and litigation serves as the safeguard for the implementation
of public law, especially administrative law. Public interest litigation has a direct function of
public interest protection. Environmental public interest litigation is a supplementary system for
public interest protection in terms of system status, which plays a role when the environmental
administrative legal system cannot accomplish the task of public interest protection. The true
significance of environmental civil public interest litigation is to confirm the substantial adminis-
trative power of entities other than administrative agencies and endow them with compulsory ex-
ecution power through judicial power. Its institutional space lies where the administrative power
of environmental administrative agencies fails. Environmental administrative public interest liti-
gation is a supervision system for environmental administrative agencies that are not effective in
protecting public interests. It introduces judicial power to define the boundaries of environmental
public interest protection in areas where the provisions of the environmental administrative au-
thority are unclear. The legislative design of the environmental public interest litigation system
should adhere to its supplementary status and carry out rule design based on limited institutional
space.

Key Words: public interest protection,environmental administration, environmental public
interest litigation, environmental civil public interest litigation, environmental administrative

public interest litigation
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