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Abstract: Law enforcement in rural areas is deeply influenced and shaped by social ecology.
So it is necessary to understand the practical logic of law enforcement in rural areas and explore
the optimal path of it in combination with social ecology. Social ecology specifically includes pro-
duction and living pattern, social relation and space pattern. Informal production and living pat-
terns in rural areas will increase the pressure of law enforcement. The unique social relations and
space patterns in rural areas will also restrict the realization of the goal of law enforcement. Law
enforcement personnel have taken various strategies to reduce conflicts and prevent risks, and
law enforcement agencies have formulated some policies to enhance law enforcement capacity
and improve the effectiveness of law enforcement. However,law enforcement strategies and pol-
icies have the risk of causing non—standard behavior and damaging legal authority. Therefore,
the specific path to optimize law enforcement in rural areas includes regulating law enforcement
strategies and mechanisms to guarantee the standardization level of law enforcement, elimina-
ting obstacles to compliance and create a law—abiding public opinion and atmosphere.

Key Words: social ecology, rural law enforcement, law enforcement strategy, universal
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