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Abstract: Subject to a series of subjective and objective factors, China’s judicial reform is fa-
cing the risk of involution. This shows that the judicial reform can only take place in limited are-
as deliberately and continuously under the established framework; Although the reform has a-
chieved remarkable results in certain fields, it is arduous to fully achieve the expected goals, and
the reform cannot be comprehensively deepened because of its unbalanced effect. The “role con-
straint” formed by the collision of judicial uniqueness and political unity, the “competitive tend-
ency” formed by the superposition of “local experimentalism” and “political tournament”, and
the “leadership dominance” produced by the combination of leadership decision— making and po-
litical mobilization in the process of China’s judicial reform jointly shape and strengthen the risk
of involution. In order to manage the risk of involution, we must break the “role constraint”, a-
void taking judicial reform as an institutional tool to relieve the pressure of system reform, and
fully respond to the special needs of judicial system; We must limit the “competitive tendency”,
reduce the randomness and contingency of the pilot, advocate orderly pilot and rational competi-
tion; We should abolish the “leadership dominance” approach, ensure law—based progress, ex-
pand diverse participation, and advocate incremental reform.

Key Words: judicial reform, the risk of involution, classified management of court person-

nel,quota system of judges
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