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Abstract: It is agreed that the identification of liability for crimes committed by third— party
environmental protection service agencies is an essential part of environmental crime governance.
The criminal behavior of third— party environmental protection service agencies can be classified
into three categories: intentional collusion, serious dereliction of duty and misled misrepresenta-
tion, which may tremendously influence the legal interests of ecological environment regulation,
environmental public protection and assessment market order of the third—party. However, in
judicial practice, the evaluation on the behavior of these agencies presents obvious obstacles of
selective judicial issues, uncertainty of nature recognition and absence of standard manifesta-
tion; while from legislative perspective, it witnesses difficulty of shortage of direct norms and
incompetence of indirect rules, giving rise to a series of governance issues on the failure of pur-
posefulness, reasonableness and effectiveness. Therefore, effective legal regulation on the third
— party environmental protection service agencies should improve the legal system of adminis-
trative correction obligation, criminal compliance liability and guarantor’s organization respon-
sibility in China. Furthermore, it is necessary to clarify the criminal liability paths for different
types of criminal behaviors involving third — party environmental protection service agencies.,
and solve the identification issue of overlapping crimes.

Key Words: third— party environmental protection service agencies, classification of crime

—related behavior, legal obligation, criminal legal evaluation
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