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Abstract: The triple authorization principle is “user’s consent + platform’s authorization
+ user’s consent”, which is a typical description of Article 23 of the Personal Information Pro-
tection Law of the People’s Republic of China.It is a judicial rule on whether the third — party
data acquisition behavior constitutes unfair competition in specific cases, and its application
should be reasonably limited. On the subject, the “provider” in Article 23 can be a state organ or
a non— state organ, while the “platform” in the triple authorization mode is limited to a non—
state organ processor. On the object, Article 23 applies to “processed personal information”,
while the triple authorization principle is limited to personal data sets and reports that the plat-
form produces. In the scenarios, Article 23 applies to “providing personal information to other
processors”, while the triple authorization principle is limited to data sharing through Open
API. “Consent” and “authorization” have different legal effects. Without triple authorization
does not necessarily constitute infringement, nor is it an absolute exemption by triple authoriza-
tion. Each level of authorization is not indispensable.

Key Words: personal information, the triple authorization principle, unfair competition
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