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Abstract;: The codification of the duty agency in Article 170 of the Civil Code of the People’
s Republic of China reflects the legislative style of combining civil and commercial matters.
However, this regulation has not fully considered the special features of commercial agency.
Therefore, it is inevitable that there are many problems and loopholes, such as excessively wide
authorizing party of the duty agency., unclear scope of the authorization and uncertainty of the
validity of the legal act conducted by the unauthorized agent. It is therefore necessary to typify
the duty agency to solve the above problems. The typification of the duty agency is not only the
requirement of private autonomy of the organization, but also an important way to safeguard the
security of the transaction. Like the duty agent, the authorized signatory and authorized repre-
sentative in German commercial law are commercial agency in nature which are granted by busi-
ness entities to their internal staff. They could serve as the models for the typification of the du-
ty agency. On the basis of the typification of the duty agency, the scope of the authorization of
the authorized signatory and authorized representative could be defined through judicial interpre-
tation, and the validity of ultra vires agency can also be determined.

Key Words: duty agency, power of the authorized signatory, power of the authorized repre-

sentative, typification
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