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Abstract: “Procuratorial public interest litigation” is a new concept proposed in the process
of the construction of the socialist rule of law system with Chinese characteristics. This concept
embodies both historical foundations and contemporary features. From the perspective of con-
ceptual history, the relationship between the procuratorial organs and public interest was estab-
lished preliminarily from the late Qing Dynasty. During the period of revolutionary bases, some
elements of the concept of “procuratorial public interest litigation” emerged within the realm of
people’s procuratorial work. From the founding of the People’s Republic of China until prior to
the Reform and Opening—up. the concept of “procuratorial public interest litigation” germina-
ted in the specific social context of china but experienced a temporary interruption. After the Re-
form and Opening—up. the concept of “procuratorial public interest litigation” emerged on the
basis of the restoration and development of the procuratorial system. It ultimately evolved into a
legal supervision mechanism where the procuratorial organs act as the main body, based on its
constitutional role as legal supervisory agencies, aimed at protecting national and public inter-
ests, and exercised through litigation. The concept of “procuratorial public interest litigation” is
not only the result of the autonomous development of the people’s procuratorial system, but al-
so an important manifestation of the construction of an independent legal knowledge system in
China, reflecting the value connotations of the socialist rule of law system with Chinese charac-
teristics.
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