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Abstract: Virtual currency is the product of the continuous development of network science
and technology. Under the background of frequent crimes related to virtual currency, the defini-
tion of its legal attribute becomes the basic problem of the application of criminal law. According
to the current law of our country, virtual currency has no monetary status. Virtual currency has
dual attributes, in which computer data is its physical attribute and property is its essential at-
tribute. Virtual currency can be interpreted as “property” protected by China’s criminal law.
There are some limitations and irrationalities in regulating the illegal acquisition of virtual cur-
rency by computer crime. We should choose different property crime charges according to their
property attributes and behavior patterns, which not only conforms to the nature of the behav-
ior, but also conforms to the principle of adapting crime to punishment, and can properly pro-
tect the rights and interests of victims. When calculating the crime amount of illegally obtaining
virtual currency, it should be based on the average transaction price on the day of the crime.

Key Words: virtual currency. property crime, computer crime, Crime amount
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