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Abstract: The comprehension of empirical realities hinges on the conceptual refinement and
extension. An effective approach to delineate the thematic, structural, domain— specific, and
boundary dimensions of a concept lies in mapping its intellectual cartography. In recent years,
the emergence of legal empirical research has generated and revitalized a series of signature con-
cepts that articulate and interpret China’s governance experiences under the rule of law. By reor-
ganizing these concepts around the core framework of “legal practice”, we can discern dual epis-
temological shifts in contemporary legal empirical research: a field — oriented reorientation of
conceptual entities and a normative restoration of conceptual attributes. Legal empirical research
frequently adopt methodologies such as phenomenological interpretation, comparative analysis,
and action research to refine concepts. Its paradigm of conceptual production offers methodologi-

cal insights for constructing an autonomous Chinese legal knowledge system. Moving forward,

knowledge production in legal empirical research centered on conceptual dimensions
should uphold the principle of conceptual boundarylessness, progressively systematize conceptu-
al refinement, and deepen academic contributions through iterative cycles of conceptual valida-
tion and scholarly dialogue, advancing from localized discourse innovation to universal theoreti-
cal contributions.

Key Words: legal empirical research, signature concepts, intellectual cartography, concep-

tual refinement, knowledge production
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