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Abstract: Abstract: The consensus has not been reached on the civil rights foundation for
protecting audiovisual information of sports events in China. There are two modes about the pro-
tection of audiovisual information of sports events: The copyright protection mode for audiovi-
sual information of sports events, that is, the productions of recording sports events are regar-
ded as the audiovisual works under the copyright law; The mode of sports events audiovisual in-
formation right is to protect the rights that sports events organizers to collect audiovisual infor-
mation, broadcast and commercially exploit sports events. Considering soundness of rules, le-
gitimacy of rights, economic rationality, and systematic consistency, applying sports events au-
diovisual information right mode not only can balance the profits of different stakeholders in
broadcasting sports events, stabilize the conceptual system and the theoretical framework of
The Copyright Law of the People’s Republic of China, but also resolve disputes in collecting and
broadcasting sports events audiovisual information more appropriately in judicial practice, rather
than copyright protection mode. And the former is more in line with the spirit of law in judicial
practice. Nevertheless, there is room for improvement in mode of sports events audiovisual in-
formation right, such as its restraints to the right, injunctive relief, and the concurrence of
claims.

Key Words: sports events audiovisual information right, sports events organizers, rights of

broadcasting organizations, audiovisual works
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